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SUB J : US CONGRESSMEN'S CRITICISM OF DUTCH DRUGS POLICY 

1 . 1 WOULD WELCOME OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE DRUG 
SITUATION IN THE NETHERLANDS WITH MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON DRUGS AND HAVE URGED THEM TO CONSIDER A 
VISIT HERE. RECENT CRITICISM OF THE NETHERLANDS EXPRESSED IN 
GENEVA BY TWO MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, LESTER WOLFF AND 
JAMES SCHREUER, HAS MADE HEADLINES IN DUTCH PAPERS. THE 
PRESS REPORTS THAT THEY SPOKE OF HOLLANDS SOFT ATTITUDE 
TOWARD DRUGS AND OF HOLLANDS ALLEGED FAILURE TO CONTI- 
BUTE TO THE UN FUND FOR DRUG ABUSE CONTROL. IF ACCURATELY 
REPORTED, THE CRITICISM REFLECTS A LACK OF AWARENESS OF 
THE EFFORTS THE DTUCH HAVE MADE RECENTLY TO COMBAT NAR- 
COTICS ABUSE. THESE EFFORTS INCLUDE STEPPED UP LAW EN- 
FORCEMENT, THE ENACTMENT OF TOUGHER DRUG LEGISLATION 
WHICH TOOK EFFECT NOVEMBER 1, THE DECISION TO ASSIGN A 
POLICE OFFICER TO THE DTUCH EMBASSY IN BANGKOK, THE START 
OF A REGISTRATION SYSTEM FOR HERIN ADDICTS AND WORK 
UNDERWAY TOWARD A NATIONAL TREATMENT AND PREVENTION PROGRAM. 
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AT A FAT TARGET BUT MISSES IT. FOR EXAMPLE, THE NETHER- 
LANDS CONTRIBUTION TO THE UNFDAC REALLY IS SMALL AND DOES 
NOT GIVE THE FUND ANY DISCRETIONARY RESOURCES. UNFORTU- 
NATELY, THE DUTCH PRESS REPORTED THAT WOLFF AND SCHREUER 
CRITICIZED THE NETHERLANDS FAILURE TO CONTRIBUTE ANY- 
THING TO UNFDAC. THIS ERROR OF FACT WAS NOTED IN AN 
OFFICIAL REJOUNDER ISSUED IN THE HAGUE BY ROBBERT SAMSOM, 
HEAD OF THE INTERMINITERIAL STEERING GROUP ON DRUGS, WHO 
NOTED THAT THE NETHERLANDS HAS DONATED A TOTAL OF 250,000 
GUILDERS TO THE UNFDAC TO SUPPORT SUBSCRIPTONS TO THE 
MAGAZINE DRUG DEPENDENCE. AS A RESULT WE MISSED AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE POINT THAT THE DUTCH ARE NOT DOING 
ENOUGH FOR THE FUND. 

3. IN GENRAL, THE DUTCH ARE NOW AWARE THAT THEY HAVE A 
PROBLEM, ARE DOING SOMETHING ABOUT IT BUT COULD DO MORE. 
THINKING IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO BE ABLE TO 
MEET WITH MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE TO POINT 
OUT THE AREAS WHERE PROGRESS IS BEING MADE AS WELL AS AREAS 
WHERE WE CAN IMPROVE COOPERATION WITH THE DUTCH; 

I HAVE SENT A TELEGRAM TO THEM (REFTEL BEING REPEATED 
TO YOU) URGING THEM TO VISIT THE HAGUE FOR A ONE-DAY 
DISCUSSION OF THE NETHERLANDS WHICH MIGHT INCLUDE 
SEPARATE, CANDID DISCUSSIONS WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, 

I HOPE THAT THEY WILL BE ABLE TO MAKE THE VISIT BEFORE 
THEY RETURN TO THE US FROM THEIR CURRENT TRIP, BUT 
IF NOT WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD FOLLOW THIS UP 
WITH THE COMMITTEE TO ARRANGE A CONVENIENT TIME IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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